
Progression in Skills – Reading 

 Year 3/4 Year 5/Year 6 

Fluency 

Decoding • apply a growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and 

suffixes, both to read aloud and to understand the meaning 

of new words 

• read exception words, noting the unusual correspondences 

between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the 

word 

• apply a growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and 
etymology), both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words that 
they meet 

Performance and 
Reading Aloud 

• prepare poems and play scripts to read aloud and to 

perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, 

volume and action 

• read and respond to unfamiliar texts fluently, using the 

punctuation correctly 

• self-correct when reading out loud 

• recognise some different forms of poetry 

• learn a wider range of poetry by heart preparing poems and plays to read aloud and 
to perform 

• read unfamiliar texts with ease, showing understanding through intonation, tone and 
volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience 

• read aloud with an awareness of audience and purpose (to entertain, inform, 
persuade) 

Comprehension 

Range of Reading • listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks  

• retrieve and record information from non-fiction 

• reading books that are structured in different ways and 

reading for a range of purposes 

• increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, 

including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling 

some of these orally 

• reading books from a range of different cultures and 

traditions 

• identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

• make connections across texts in order to build knowledge 
about a subject area 

• continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, 

non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 

• retrieve, record and present information from a range of non-fiction in appropriate 

ways 

• reading books that are structured in different ways, including unconventional ways 

and reading for a range of purposes 

• making comparisons within and across books 

• increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and 

traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from 

other cultures and traditions to enable a comparative analysis 

• identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of 
writing 

• make connections across texts, building knowledge about a subject and thinking 
critically about the sources and style of language used 



Progression in Skills – Reading 

 

Discussing Reading • express opinions about books and authors, giving reasons 

• participate in discussion about both books that are read to 
them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns 
and listening to what others say 

• communicate ideas relating to character motivation, story 
structure and use of language by drawing on personal 
experience to support with reasoning 
 

• recommend books to peers, giving reasons for choices 

• participate in discussions about books, building on own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously  

• explain and discuss understanding texts read, including through formal presentations 
and debates,  

• provide reasoned justifications for views 

Problem Solving • check that the book makes sense, discussing understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 

• use dictionaries to check the meaning of words 
ask questions to improve their understanding and clarify the meaning of words 

• read around unfamiliar words to develop an understanding of their meaning 

 

Authorial Intent • discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest 

and imagination 

• identifying how language, structure, and presentation 
contribute to meaning 

• identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 

• discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, 
considering the impact on the reader 

• distinguish between statements of fact and opinion in non-fiction texts, including bias 

 

Summarising • identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and 

summarising these in different ways (bullet points and/or 

paragraphs) 

• summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key 
details to support the main ideas 

• giving succinct summaries for varying lengths of text, focusing on the salient aspects 

Inferring & 
Predicting 

• draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence 

• predict what might happen with evidence from the text 

• draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 
their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

• draw inferences from the text, with reference to a wider knowledge base, both 
general and subject-specific 

• predict what might happen from details stated and implied (being able to read 
between the lines of actions, dialogue and narrative). 

• make predictions using the correct degree of certainty (might, is likely to…) 
 


